
Thank you for attending this NYG&B webinar. 
The handout starts on the next page. 

© 2020 New York Genealogical and Biographical Society 
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, 
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without prior permission of the New York Genealogical and Biographical Society. 

 

NYG&B Website 

newyorkfamilyhistory.org or nygbs.org 

Webinar Series 
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handouts, on the NYG&B website at nygbs.org/webinars. Join the NYG&B for instant access at 
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New York Genealogy Essentials (free) 
To learn about several essential resources for New York State research, please see our guide to birth, 
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The NYG&B eNews is sent twice a month, and has the latest New York genealogy news, announcements 
about future free webinars, and links to useful articles on New York research. Sign up at 
www.nygbs.org/free-resources. 

New York State Family History Conference 
The biennial New York State Family History Conference will be 10–12 September 2020, with the in-
person conference taking place in Albany, New York. More details on the program and options will be 
coming soon. 
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Using Third-Party Tools to Analyze Your Autosomal DNA 
 

Blaine T. Bettinger, Ph.D., J.D. 

blainebettinger@gmail.com / www.DNA-Central.com  
 

 

Tools exist to make our lives easier or to allow us to do something we can’t do on our own. There 

are many tools in the world of genetic genealogy, including tools provided by the testing 

companies and tools provided by third parties. Sometimes, a tool that makes our life easier isn’t 

necessarily intended for genealogy. In this lecture we’ll look at two tools that were created 

specifically for genealogy, and one tool that was not!  

 

1. MedBetterDNA (http://devoresoftware.blogspot.com/) 
 

MedBetterDNA is an extension for Google’s free Chrome browser 

(https://www.google.com/chrome/). Once installed, the extension shows the entire notes field 

rather than the shortened version shown by default by Ancestry. MedBetterDNA was created by 

Michael Devore and more information can be found at (http://devoresoftware.blogspot.com/). To 

install the extension within Chrome, click on “Apps” in the upper left-hand corner, then click on 

“Web Store”: 
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Then search “MedBetterDNA” in the search field and install the extension: 
 

 
 

BEFORE the MedBetterDNA extension is installed, the notes field at Ancestry is shortened: 
 

 
 

AFTER the MedBetterDNA extension is installed, all text in the notes field is automatically 

displayed:  
 

 
 

Ensure that the “show full length Notes” field is checked: 
 

 
 



2. The Shared cM Project (www.dnapainter.com) 
 

One of the ways to learn about genetic genealogy is to gather data from test takers. With more 

than30 million genealogy DNA test takers, there is plenty of data to gather! 

 

The Shared cM Project is a project intended to quantify the shared cM ranges for a variety of 

different relationships by collecting data from DNA test takers. See The Shared cM Project 

(https://thegeneticgenealogist.com/2020/03/27/version-4-0-march-2020-update-to-the-shared-

cm-project/) for the most up-to-date information. 

 

DNA Painter has graciously hosted an interactive version of the Shared cM Project for several 

years! It’s as easy as entering in an amount of cM that you share with a match, and seeing which 

relationships are possible! Found at https://dnapainter.com/tools/sharedcmv4 

 

 
 

You can now click on any of the relationship boxes: 
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And the histogram for that relationship will pop up! 

 

 
 

 

3. Genetic Affairs (www.geneticaffairs.com)  
 

Genetic Affairs is a subscription-based third-party tool that "allows users to automate the job of 

checking for new DNA matches for the three major DNA testing companies," supporting 

"automatic updates for AncestryDNA, FamilyTreeDNA and 23andme."  

 

http://www.geneticaffairs.com/


 
  

In other words, the tool monitors for new matches at these three companies and will send you an 

email with the new match information. You can get monthly, weekly or daily updates, and you 

can adjust for which relationship level you would like to receive notification. Registration is free, 

and you will receive 200 credits that can be used to perform the updates.  

 

Genetic Affairs can create cluster charts for shared match clusters at 23andMe, Family Tree DNA, 

and AncestryDNA (and it has become an integrated tool at MyHeritage and GEDmatch). 

 

4. DNA Painter Trees (www.dnapainter.com)  
 

In 2019, the popular DNA Painter website added several capabilities related to family trees 

uploaded to the site by GEDCOM.  

 

 
 

Together we’ll examine some of these capabilities, including the ability to calculate your Tree 

Completeness by generation! 
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